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It has been observed by M. Lenormant/85 that symbols
of a similar character to the Christian monogram occur
upon other monuments anterior to Christianity, and these
have been brought forward as objections to considering
the monogram on the medallions of Trajan Decius as
having any reference to the monogram of Christ. But
M. Lenormant has shown that the monogram occurring
on the coins of the Ptolemies is very different to the
monogram of Christ (>^ instead of >g), and probably
stands for XPvo-inTroc, and that the one on the tetra-
drachms of Athens has indeed another horizontal bar
( sf? ), although the Abb£ Martigny,186 after a careful ex-
amination of these pieces, avows that the efforts made to
denote a marked difference between the monograms on
these earlier coins and that on the medallions of Trajan
Decius do not seem to him plainly proved.
The oldest and most correct form of the monogram of
Christ, according to the Abbe Martigny/87 is that found
above an antique inscription of Sivaux (Dept. of Vienne)
[ >g: ]. A little later, the crossed lines are slightly short-
ened (&), whilst the most notable change was the sub.
stitution of a transversal line instead of the letter X (-£).
It is not here the place to enter into the question of the
origin of the cross, or of the various opinions of the date
of its adoption by the Christians, as it may be better
alluded to with a description of the coins of Constantine
the Great, a subject already handled by the late Abb&
Cavedoni and the Padre Garrucci, and which I have
promised the latter gentleman to examine at the earliest
opportunity. Suffice it to say that an epitaph earlier
^ mi. d'Arch. vol. iii. p. 197.
186 Diotionnaire des AntiqmUB Chretiennes, p. 4:55.
™ Op. Cit. p. 414.

